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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT interMIBnal application No
PCT/US2005/044651
?.NCVL:QSSIFICTI'BI%NISB SUBJECT MATTER

Aceording o Intemational Patent Classificakun (IPC) or to both nationel dessification and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCGHED

Minimum documentaion

ion yetem fol by i 15y

Documentaiion searched cther than miniium documentafin 10 the axtant thal such documents are included i the Tields searched

Electronic data base consulled durng the Inkernational search (name of dala hase and, where practical, search tarme used)

EPO-Internal, WPI Data

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIRERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category*

Cliation of document, with indicalion, where appropriate, of tha relevant passages

Aslavart to glalm Mo,

US 5 363 854 A {MARTENS ET AL)
15 November 1994 (1994-11-15)

column 1, Tine 42 = column 6, line 28
figure 1

US 5 590 660 A (MACAULAY ET AL)

7 January 1997 (1997-01-07)

1,5-16,
18-21,
25-36,
39-42

1,5-14,
17,18,

column 1, lines 16-32
colunn 1, lines 46-67

column 9, lines 24-34
figures 2-5

column 2, line 21 - column 3, line 4
column 5, line 7 - column 7, line 60

20~34,
37-40,42

-/—

D] Further documents asa listed inthe continuation of Box C.

E See pa1ent famhy annax.

* Sparial categories of ched documents :

A" dogumert defining the general state of the art which is not
conskiared to ba of particular ralevance

"E" easisr document bul publishad on or alter the Intemational
filing date

"L documeni which may throw goubts on pricrity ¢laim(s) or
which Is cfted 1o establish the pubkcaicn date of another
citaion or cther special raason (as spesified)

‘0" document mterding 1 an oral discksure, use, exhibilon or
cther means

"P* documeant publiehed prior te the International filing date bt
later than the priofity date claimed

“T* later dotument published atter the Intemational fiiing date
of prioiity date and notin conflict with tne appiication but
clted o undarstand the principle or theory LUndanying the
Invartion

"X docurnent of particular ralavancs; the claimed imsantion
cannot bo tonsidered novel or camot be considerst to
involve an fnventivg step when the document i taken alene

¥ gocurnant of paricular relevance; the claimad irvantion
cannol be censidered to involve an inventive Sap when the
document i& combined with one or mare cther such docu—
menis, such combinailon being obvious to A persen skiflad

inthe art.
*&" documert mamber of the sama patent family

Daw of the actual completion of the intemational search

13 April 2006

Date of maiing of the intemallanal search raport

25/04/2006

Nama anc) malling address of the 154/
Eurcpean Patent Offica, P.B. 581a Patentiaan 2
NL — 2280 HV Rijswijk
Tel. (+31-70) 340~2040, Tx, 3t 851 epo nl,
Fax: {(+31-70) 3403018

Authorized officer

vallinger, M

Form PCTASA210 {earond shest) (April 2005}
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X US 6 343 228 Bl (QU JIANAN) 1,5-18,
29 January 2002 (2002-01-29) 21-40
column 1, 1ines 12-50
column 2, Tine 19 - column 3, Tine 3
column 3, line 40 - column 4, line 7
X - US 2003/135092 Al (CLINE RICHARD W ET AL) 1,6-18,
17 July 2003 (2003-07-17) 21-40
paragraph [0005]
paragraphs [0018], (00191, [0029]
paragraphs [0033], [0034]
paragraphs [0048], [0049]
A US 6 175 759 Bl (CHAN ROBERT W ET AL} 8-10,
16 January 2001 (2001-01-16) 28-30
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figure 5
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1
Claims Nos.: 2-4

Rule 39,1(fv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

Inserting a probe into a patient during an operative procedure is
considered a surgical step. This ISA considers that the presence of a
surgical step in a multi-step method for treatment of the human body
confers a surgical character on that method.

The search regarding the subject-matter of method claims 1, 5-20 was
restricted to non-surgical embodiments only, as, e.g., disclosed in FIGS
1, 1B.
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intemational application No.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/U52005/044651

Box i Qbservations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

Thig Infernational Search Report has not been established in respect of certaln claims under Article 17(2)a) for the following reasons:

1. m Claims Nos.: -4
bacause they relate 10 subject matter nol required w be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

2. D Claims Mos.:
because they relata to parts of the international Application that do not comply with the prascribed raquirements to such
an axtent that no maaningful International Search can be carmled out, specHically:

a. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent clalms and are not drafied in accoriance with the second and third santences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention fa lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority faund multipla inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. |:| As all required additional search fees ware timaly paid by the applicant, this Intemational Search Report covers all
searchable ciaims.

2. |___| As all searchahla claims could be searched without fiort justifying an additional fae, this Authority did not invite paymant
of any additional faa.

3, D As only soma of the required additional search fees were timely paid by tha applicant, this Intarnational Search Report
covers only those claims for which faas were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No requirad additional search tees were timely pald by the applicant. Consequenily, this Intemational Search Raport s
restricted to the invention lirst mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark an Protest D The additional search feas were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

D Mo protest accompanled the payment of addiional search faes.

Form PCTASA/210 (continuetion of first sheet (2)) {January 2004)
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